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Robert Petrillo’s Sunbelt Utilities
and its Deere CTLs deliver turnkey
grading and utility work in and
around Charlotte, North Carolina.




Contractors working on a 24- to 60-house subdivision in or
around Charlotte, North Carolina, know to call Robert Petrillo
for turnkey grading and utility work. Petrillo and his company,
Sunbelt Utilities Corp., have the experience, machines, and
attachments to get the job done fast and right.

We arrive in the cheerful Charlotte subdivision just in time to see John Deere CT332 operator Isac
Murillo finishing up on the finish grade. The compact-track-loader/four-in-one bucket combo is fun to
watch as it lifts, backfills, loads, and scrapes its way across the suburban landscape. Of course, this
being the final grade, we get to catch Isac as he breezes through his job this sunny afternoon. Since
Sunbelt Utilities starts with rough undeveloped land, we missed a whole lot of hard work for the
operators and their Deere track loaders.

Besides their three CT332s, Sunbelt owns an array of machines — everything from
a pair of John Deere 160C LC Excavators to a 650J Dozer. But according to owner
Robert Petrillo, the track loaders get the lion’s share of the work. “We’re turnkey so
we clear lots; grade for the roads and sidewalks; install sewer, water, and storm
drains; cut swales; grade for the house pads — you name it. These track loaders
have the power, balance, traction, speed, and breakout forces needed to excel in
all these jobs. And with the Quik-Tatch™ hitch and all our attachments, we can get
most any job done with these versatile machines.”

Attachments, Rob? “Sure, we have a Timber Ax, a Bush Hog, trenchers, four-
in-one buckets, and even a feller-buncher attachment that’ s really efficient in
cutting down trees on a site,” says Petrillo. “Deere alone has over 100
attachments available for compact track loaders. It’s this versatility
that makes a compact track loader a must-have for a land-
scaping or utility company.” thirteen
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How did you ever get along without one, Rob? “Before

Deere entered the compact track loader market in 2005,
| had to make do with a competing model. As good as

it was for the business, it wasn’t nearly as powerful and

i well balanced as our 332s. I've always run Deere, so
| bought my first Deere CTL as soon as they hit the
market. In fact, we owned one of the first in North
Carolina. Since then we’ve purchased two more, and
they’ve been very efficient and reliable machines. | highly
recommend either a John Deere CT332 or CT322 to any
landscaping or utilities operation that wants to expand

their capabilities.”
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Sunbelt Utilities Corp. is serviced by James River Equipment, Charlotte,
North Carolina.
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« Continued from page 10

Harrington has always had John Deere equipment in
his rental fleet, so Deere seemed like a logical choice
for CEC. “We evaluated all the competitors. Deere
delivers the best value and has a strong brand with
great customer acceptance.”

“We really like the Deere brand and knew customers
would be excited about it,” adds Blood-Smyth. “The
brand comes with a proven track record of unsur-
passed quality, reliability, and dealer support. When
our customers see the John Deere logo on the side
of the machine, they have a lot of confidence in it.
They know it's going to be an exceptional product.”

One of the main reasons CEC chose Deere equip-
ment is the outstanding service and support. “If we
don’t have parts and our machines are down, we
can’t rent them and make money,” says Blood-
Smyth. “Whether we need parts, service, or a new
machine, our John Deere dealer is very helpful and
supportive. They even help us identify new custom-
ers and keep an eye on market trends so they can
help us find the right equipment for our fleet.”

Married with skid steers

CEC purchased a full fleet of John Deere compact
machines, from 17D to 50D Compact Excavators,
to 317 through 320 Skid Steer Loaders, and 322
and 332 Compact Track Loaders (CTLs). After
signing on the dotted line, Harrington quipped that
CEC and their dealer had officially gotten “married.”

If purchasing equipment is like getting married, then
renting is like dating. As the old saw goes, why buy
the cow when you can get the milk for free?

One advantage to renting is that people get to

run the latest equipment without the expense of
maintenance costs, taxes, loan interest, insurance,
or idle equipment. “Our customers don’t have to
worry about paying to move, store, service, or
repair the equipment,” said Blood-Smyth. “That’s
our responsibility.”

By renting John Deere skid steer loaders and
compact excavators, renters are getting the most
productive and cost-effective equipment on the
market. “Several of our customers have commented
that our equipment is more fuel efficient than any
other manufacturer’s equipment,” says Harrington.
“With fuel costs nowadays, that’s important. It's
been a huge selling point for us.”

Deere machines are also incredibly versatile. Renters
can choose the perfect-sized machine to fit their
application. Plus CEC offers a wide variety of buckets,
forks, breakers, sweepers, and other attachments
to handle any job imaginable. “John Deere
equipment gives you a lot of options,” says Blood-
Smyth. “That kind of versatility has helped us attract
customers with many different needs.”

One such customer is Legacy Mechanical of Wheat
Ridge, Colorado, a full mechanical (plumbing, piping,
and sheet metal) contractor. The company rents 317
Skid Steers and 27D Compact Excavators, along
with a variety of attachments including forks, break-
ers, rollers, vibrators, and buckets with thumbs,
among others.

“Deere machines are not only versatile, they are
incredibly durable,” says Eric Alstrup, vice president.
“And | need reliable machines because, when a
piece of equipment is down, I'm burning money. |
know | can depend on CEC and John Deere to keep
me up and running. The people, service, and equip-
ment are incredible.”

CEC is serviced by Honnen Equipment, Commerce City,
Colorado.

To view video, visit DigDeeper. And while you’re there,

tell us your story! )
™ www.JohnDeere.com/digdeeper
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Looking for an instant rise in productivity? Add a Worksite Pro™ attachment. Our ever-expanding lineup
includes nearly 100 models, so you’re sure to find the right tool for the job. Worksite Pro attachments are
designed to optimize performance and productivity, and their heavy-duty construction ensures maximum
uptime and long life. In this issue, we discuss snow blowers.

Featuring a two-stage hydraulic design, Worksite Pro Snow Blowers throw snow up to 45 feet. Seven models
in four widths are available in both standard- and high-flow configurations. Electronic (standard-flow models)
or electrohydraulic (high-flow models) poly-lined chute and deflector make it easy to direct snow. High-volume

shroud openings enable you to get the job done quickly.

Skid shoes adjust easily, and bolt-on, wear-resistant, tapered-steel edges are easy to replace. The simplified
direct-drive hydraulic motor design eliminates case drain hoses on high-flow models.

Like all Worksite Pro attachments, snow blowers are optimized to work with John Deere 300-Series Skid
Steers and Compact Track Loaders, and are compatible with most competitive models.

www.JohnDeere.com/digdeeper
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Unleashed.

Last year we put our new skid steers to the test in five rounds of knock down, drag ‘emout
battles against some pretty tough competition on a closed course. This year, we’re taking

it on the road with more head-to-head duels and brand new opportunities for YOU to jump > \ \
into the driver’s seat to see for yourself why John Deere has what it takes to be number one. r\ &b“
Be on the lookout for more details. JD “
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